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"RRUGA , VIA EGNATIA OBJEKT ANTIK PER TU VIZITUAR
THE ROAD, THE VIA EGNATIA - AN ANCIENT OBJECT TO VIS

Pas rénies sé géndreses llire
dhe vendosjes sé sundimit
Romak, pér géllimet e veta

ekspansioniste dhe tendencés
pér té pushtuar dhe sunduar
teré brigjet e Mesdheut

Perandoria Romake e hodhi
véshtrimin drejt Lindjes.
Perandorét romaké kishin dy
mundési pér té vérshuar me

ushtri drejt Lindjes.



5 _epermjet rrugéve detare né Detin Adriatik dhe Detin Mesdhe, drejt Ilndjes b1

‘rrugé té cilat vlerésoheshin té véshtira, me rrezige dhe kérkonin ndértimin e

shume Anijeve.

b-Népérmjet ndértimit té rrugéve tokésore (stere), népérmjet gendrés sé llirie

- sé Jugut, Luginés sé Lumit me emrin antik GENEISIS, (SOT SHKUMBINI), nga

Durrakium (Durrés)- Skampini (Elbasan)- Lyhnidi (Ohér)- Thesaloniki (Selanik,

- Gregi)- Bizant (Kostandinopojé).

e Qéllimet ekspansioniste té Perandorisé Romake, cuan né ndértimin e

' infrastrukturés rrugore, njé ndér to dhe mé e réndésishém gé ka funksionuar
rreth 2000 vjet: a-Via Egnatia me drejtim Peréndim- Lindje. Degét e saj veri- jug.

. Pér géllimet tona ne nuk do té ndjekim gjurmét e Via Egnatia

E ROME- DURRES- BIZANT e mé Tej, por do té gjurmojmé Via Egnatia mé

: segmentin, Mira (Miraké sot)- Qukés-Qafe Thané.

~ After the fall of Illyrian resistance dnd the establishment of Roman rule, for its own
. expansionist purposes and the tendency to conquer and rule the entire
rI}{Iediterranean coast, the Roman Empire turned its gaze to the East. The Roman

“._- g

perors had two options to launch military campaigns toward the East.



| shlps.

| b — Through the construction of land roads (stere), via the center of Southern IllyFic
B -_ the valley of the river with the ancient name GENEISIS (today Shkumbin), from
Dyrrachium (Durrés) — Scampini (Elbasan) — Lychnidos (Ohrid) — Thessaloniki

(Salonika, Greece) — Byzantium (Constantinople) : ; 4

| The expansionist aims of the Roman Empire led to the construction of road &
E ~infrastructure, one of the most important of which, functioning for around 2000 3
% years, was: :

. a — The Via Egnatia with a West-East direction. Its branches: North-South.

For our purposes, we will not follow the full trace of Via Egnatia

o ROME-DURRES-BYZANTIUM and beyond, but we will trace “Via Egnatia” on the

| _ segment: Mira (today Miraké) — Qukés — Qafe Thané.
s



TR T
_‘ﬁr_. ;; | 3 Y

.

Koha e ndértimit.
Time of construction

Si trase natyrore Via Egnatia ekzistonte shumé shekuj meé paré se té vinte
pushtimi Romak i llirisé sé }Jugut, por ndértimi artificial i saj dhe ngritja e
Stacioneve té médha fikse té saj, né pika fikse, me distanca té barabarta
aférsisht prej 25 miljesh romake, domethéné nga 37 Km nga njéri tjetri, i

_detyrohet periudhés sé sundimit té€ perandor AUGUSTIT ( ka jetuar v.63 para



- Skampinit ( Elbasanit ) té sotém, si gendér e banuar dhe stacion rrugor mun

. Emperor AUGUSTUS (lived 63 B.C. to 14 A.D.), no earlier than 37 B.C.

vendosim aty nga shek.l para erés soné (p.e.s). (Hasan Ceka, titulli “ né Kérkir
Historisé llire) v.1998 fage55) |

As a natural trail, it existed centuries before the Roman conquest of Southern .
Illyria—a road called the Kandavisa road, which passed through the river named " '_ ' 3
GENEISIS, now Shkumbin. But the artificial construction of the road and the
establishment of large fixed stations at fixed points, with distances approximately
25 Roman miles apart (i.e., about 37 km from each other), belongs to the period of

As archaeological findings in Elbasan’s territory
do not contradict but support this approximate
construction date of Via Egnatia and the
emergence of Scampini (modern Elbasan) asa P
populated center and road station, we can place i
around the 1st century B.C. (Hasan Ceka, tltle I .
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\ ._'-koﬁén e Perandorisé Romake ndértimi i rrugés Egnatia, u bé burim miréq
ﬁhe lulézimi, kjo jo vetém pér Skampinin (Elbasanin) ,por edhe gjithé trevéenr : {
e rrotull. Ndérsa né vigjilje té dyndjeve té popujve barbaré dhe né epokat '
pasardhése, ajo ( Via Egnatia) u shndérrua né burim mjerimi, shkatérrimi té >
ndérpre. Rrugé e njohur dhe e rrahur, né rrjedhén e historisé ka gené rruga
& Egnatia, e ndértuar fill pas krijimit té provincés sé Maqedonisé, mesi i shek. Il para .
K- erés soné (p.e.s.) mbi trasené e rrugés me té vjetér té Kandavisé. Sipas
%ﬁ STRABONIT GJEOGRAF | MADH GREK, rruga Egnatia ka gené e gjaté 553 milje
romaké ose 830 km dhe ajo ishte rruga né e shkurtér, mé e sigurte midis Italisé
sé Jugut-Greqisé veriore, Magedonisé€, dhe Azisé sé vogél.. Emri i Rrugés Egnatia
. éshté emri i prokonsullit romak i provincés sé Magedonisé EGNATIUS.

During the Roman Empire, the construction of .the Via Egnatia became a source of
prosperity and flourishing, not only for Scampini (Elbasan) but for the entire
surrounding region. Through this vital commercial artery, goods coming from the
-~ cities of Apollonia and Dyrrachium flowed by cart to Lychnidos (Ohrid). While on the
.eve of barbarian invasions and in subsequent eras, Via Egnatia became a source of
" misery and destruction without end.




Via Egnatia was a well-known
traveled road throughout history
built right after the creation
province of Macedonia, in the
mid-2nd century B.C., on the trdila,z
the older Kandavisa road. Accordih‘é
to STRABO, the great Greek

geographer, the Via Egnatia was 553 4

= Roman miles long or 830 km, and it was the shortest, safest route between Southern

Italy, Northern Greece, Macedonia, and Asia Minor.
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a & dhe pas pushtimit te ploté te llirisé nga shteti i fugishém Romak, pati‘n"'"

hga kultura nga eposi i tyre. Né disa raste emrat dhe funksionet e peréndive:"
u morén nga Romakét, duke ua atribuar ato peréndive té tyre, si¢ ishte emri i
HYJNESHES DIANA CANDAVIENSIS. e cila si¢c shkruan NERITAN CEKA né librin e - 4
tij “ILIRET” ishte njé interpretim llir ( Interpretazio llirika) e peréndeshés sé :.
gjuetisé dhe bagétisé né Malet e Kandavisé, Lugina e epérme e Shkumbinit.

8
%

Peréndia mé e njohur, kulti i s€ cilés ishte shumé i pérhapur né lliri, ishte Hyjnesha
e Kandavevé. Ajo barazohej me DIANEN e Romakéve, prandaj quhej prej tyre |
_ ( romakéve) si Diana candaviensis, do me théné DIANA E KANDAVEVE. Ajo e 5
kishte tempullin e saj né njé province llire té€ Kandavisé e cila shtrihej né rrijedhén |
e sipérme té Lumit GENEISIS emri antik i Lumit Shkumbin, aty ku shtrihet treva e

Librazhdit té sotém. Ky pérfundim pérmbledh mendimet e Arkeologut mé té miré J*f}
i

shqiptar Hasan Ceka (v. 1900-v.1998), njé nga themeluesit e Arkeologjisé ﬁ
Shqiptare.




Aft rand during the complete conquest of Illyria by the powerful Roman staE_'e‘
" there was a cultural interweaving, especially in the 1st-2nd centuries A.D., with -
Roman culture. The Illyrians, as a neighboring people to the Greeks and Romang
both gave to and took from their culture and epic. In some cases, the names an¥r
functions of Illyrian deities were taken by the Romans, attributing them to their =
own gods, such as the name of the goddess DIANA CANDAVIENSIS. As NERITAN

& : CEKA writes in his book THE ILLYRIANS, she was an Illyrian interpretation
% (Interpretatio Illyrica) of the Roman goddess of hunting and livestock, in the
f mountains of Kandavia, in the upper valley of the Shkumbin. The most well-known
“ deity, whose cult was widespread in Illyria, was the Goddess of the Kandavians. She
: . was equated with the Roman DIANA, thus called by the Romans “Diana
" Candaviensis,” meaning DIANA OF THE KANDAVIANS. :
She had her temple in an Illyrian province called Kandavia, located in the upper flow __-'_f‘L%"
of the GENEISIS river—the ancient name of the Shkumbin river—where today’s * |
Librazhd region lies. ’ i
- This conclusion summarizes the thoughts of Albania’s most distinguished
'r:_.__. archaeologist, Hasan Ceka (1900-1998), one of the founders of Albanian



rk shtlml” DIANA AUGUSTA CANDAVIENSIS” sipas arkeologéve Austnaké_

K 'mlla Prashniker dhe Arnold Shober lidhet mé emrin e krahinés sé Kandav
J C|Ia sipas tyre ishte Malésia mes SKAMPES ( Elbasani i sotém) dhe Luchnidu
( Ohri i sotém), gé sot njihet Malésia e Polisit. (Dr.Jorg van Han né Librin e tij
studimor “Mbi Shqiptarét” Vjené 1884).

Emri i vjetér i késaj Malésie quhej Kandavi.Né jug 2 /
té késaj Malésie buron lumi Shkumbin (Geneisis). |
Né shpiné té qytetit té Elbasanit ngrihet njé kodér
“KRASTA”, né te djathé malii Shushicés dhe pas
tij Malii Polisit. Kjo pamje malore formon hyrjen
né KANDAVINE E VJETER, nga peréndimi
népérmjet té cilés kalon Via Egnatia.

! Diana Kandave - Librazhd



the Kandavia region, which they claim was the highlands between SCAMPA (mogdern®=
Elbasan) and LYCHNIDUS (modern Ohrid), now known as the Polis Highlands. (Dr. e
~ Jorg von Hahn in his research book On the Albanians, Vienna, 1884)

- The old name of this Highland was Kandavia. Lara e Polisit |
 South of this Highland rises the Shkumbin |
E (Geneisis) river. Behind the city of Elbasan
; rises the “KRASTA" hill, to the right the

" " Shushica mountain, and beyond it,
the Polis Mountain. This mountainous
landscape forms the western entrance to wir = TR
~ OLD KANDAVIA, through which Via Egnatia Rracé llire

e mbrojti populli !

_passes.



to re.antlke si Plini, Cezari, Ciceroni dhe Straboni, kané kaluar népér Via
ia dhe e kané pérshkruar krahinén dhe malet e saj. i
Késhtu Ciceroni, filozof dhe Dijetar né njé letér i shkruan njé miku: “Né qofté se

Jul Cezari strateg dhe konsull Romak, ka shkruar né veprén e tij “Lufta né Gali” :
= ; ... Pompeu népérmjet Kandaviseé u drejtua pér né Magedoni”

% ~_ Straboni Gjeograf Grek i Antikitetit né veprén “Gjeographika” ka pérshkruar

: trevat e luginés sé Shkumbinit dhe té Ligenit LYHNIDIT dhe shkruan: “ Buzé

* rrugés qé shkon pér né Kandavi jané Ligenjté rrotull Luhnidit, dhe kané vende té

: . mjaftueshme pér té kripur dhe tharé peshk”

nxiton, sidogofté do té€ meé arrish, sepse uné do kem sosur né Epir, ose do té
pa u ngutur népér Kandavi”.

KANDAVIA pérmendet né periudhe né té vonéshme,
pérmendet né shekullin V, v.459 e.j kur perandori i
Bizantit Justiniani, né aférsi té Mira (Mirakés) sulmon
mbretin e Gotéve ( fise barbare gjemanike)
Teodorikun e Madh”

CICERONI %
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t authors like Pliny, Caesar, Cicero, and Strabo have traveled through Vi
natia and described the region and its mountains. Thus Cicero, Roman
ph}'losopher and scholar, wrote in a letter to a friend: :
“If you hurry, you may catch up to me, for | will have reached Epirus or passed a
slowly through Kandavia.”

§ Julius Caesar, Roman strategist and consul, wrote in his work The Gallic Wars: :
%_ “Pompey passed through Kandavia heading toward Macedonia.”
Strabo, Greek geographer of antiquity, in his work Geographica, described the
valleys of Shkumbin and Lake Lychnidos and wrote:
= . “Along the road leading to Kandavia are lakes
? surrounding Lychnidos, and they have places suitable

for salting and drying fish.”

KANDAVIA is also mentioned in later periods. It is
referenced in the 5th century, in 459 A.D., when the
Byzantine Emperor Justinian attacked the king of the

ar Mira (today’s Mirake). JUL CEZARI e 2



Arkeologét Austriaké gé né vitin 1919 kané konstatué_ €
( Tempulli Dianés), gjithnjé sipas tyre ndodhej né BABJE;

S me té njéjtin emér, shkruajné Autorét, mes té cilés ka
s > EGNATIA.(Ndodhet aty ku sot pak a shumé éshté Hani
\\"" BABES, Babje.)

e " Ata e lidhin Hanin e Babés né Babje me emrin e njé stacioni né
rrugén Egnatia gé sipas “TABULA PEUTINGERIANA”, kishte s i
emrin “AD DIANAM?”. Ky stacion shkruajné Ata i pérgjigjet
segmentit rrugor . KJUKS ( Qukés)- BABIE ( hani Babje) né 3
gjatési 7 milje romake. 3

3 Austrian archaeologists, as early as 1919, found that the Temple of Diana, according to

P

= hem, was located in BABJE, at the pass of the same name, through which Via Egnatia

hey link this "Han i Babés" in Babje'to a station on Via Egnatia, which according to the

i TABULA PEUTINGERIANA, was called “AD DIANAM.” They state this station corresponds -'
0 the road segment QUKES-BABJE INN, with a length of 7 Roman miles. F



és Egnatia né Luginén e Shkumbinit dhe rezultatet e tij i botoi né Librin “ Hlsto
rugéve Shqiptare” Gjaté interpretimit qé i bén rrugés Egnatia ai shkruan:” Sipas
distancave té Tabula Peutingeriana, kétu shénohet stacioni, .... Tempulli Diana. - _
‘Arkeologét Neritan Ceka dhe Lazér Papajani né vitin 1970 kishin kryer njé Ekspedlte
L;,.-I-'Informatlve Arkeoligjike pér gjaté rrugés Egnatia. Ata kané hedhur tezén sé stacioni
%,;“Grandavia” dhe Tempulli i Dianés huk hdodhej né fshatin Babje, por né fshatin Spathar;
- fshat fqinj me Babjen. Stacioni mé i madh shkruajné autorét ka gené “ RAFIA E

- SPATHARIT”, ku jané zbuluar gjurme banesash té shpérndara né disa hektaré. Ata 3
; mendojné se né Spathar duhen kérkuar dhe identifikuar gjurmét e stacioni Grandavia :
dhe jo né Babje, pasi Spathari ndodhet né mesin e distanceés sé stacionit INTABERNAS
(Qukés) dhe TRIEKTO ( Ura e Haxhi Beqarit)




Archaeologists Neritan Ceka and Lazér Pap a
1970, conducted an Informative Archaeologlég\
Expedition along the Via Egnatia. They propos
& theory that the station “Grandavia” and the Terr
. of Diana were not located in Babje village but in %
Spathar, a neighboring village of Babje. They wroii
| that the largest station was “THE RAFIA OF
B SPATHAR,” where remains of houses were dlscovered
over several hectares.

~ They believe that in Spathar we must
search and identify the traces of the

\ TRIEKTO (Ura e Haxhi Beqarit



1-Me stacione “MUTATIONES”, gé shérbenin pér ndérrimin e kuajve, e té€ mjeteve ﬁ ‘

€ udhétimit, dhe pér clodhjen e udhétaréve. Pra siguronin dhe mirémbanin njé nUME té
-caktuar Kuajsh me pajisjet e tyre, siguronin bazén ushqgimore, mirémbanin Karrot, =
%klshln ambiente pér pushim. : ._ %
'2-Stacione “MUNSIONES”, godina t&€ médha , me ambiente gatimi dhe fjetje.

The Via Egnatia was equipped with two types of stations, just like other roads in the

~ Roman Empire:

th their equipment, ensured food supplies, maintained carts, and had resting facilities. :
2 - “MANSIONES” stations, large buildings with cooking and sleeping facilities. %



| qyteteve,ndérmjet stacioneve. Pér nder té zbuluesit ajo u quajt Tabula Puetingeriana,
‘Ruhet né Arkivin e Bibliotekés Kombétare té Austrisé, Vjené.

The Peutinger Table: A simple official in the city of Augsburg in southern Germany,
Konrad Peutinger, in the year 1505 discovered an old hand-made map. It was a copy of a
" giant map made on parchment by the Romans. The map depicted more than 80,000 km




{ bas Tébelés sé Poitingerit né trevén e Kandavisé prej Urés sé€ Haxhi Beqarit né Mi

deri né Qaf Thané, mbi rrugen Egnatia kishte katér Stacione.

Stacioni i Paré prané Mirakés sé sotme quhej TRIEICTO

- Stacioni i dyté prané Babjes sé sotme quhej AD DIANAM. :
3-Stacioni i treté ndodhet né Qukés dhe kishte tre emra: In Kandavi, Mutadis inTaberna

%dhe Tres Tabernas. e

- 4-Stacioni i Kostricanit Urake

-
r
4
I
-

. Roman Stations in Kandavia

. Via Egnatia in Illyria, as marked in the Peutinger Map, begins in the ancient city of
- Durrés. According to the Peutinger Table, in the region of Kandavia from Haxhi Beqar

?}Bridge in Miraké to Qafé Thané, along the Via Egnbtia there were four stations:

— The first station near today's Mirgké' was called TRIEICTO

— The second station near today’s Babje was called AD DIANAM

L3 - The third station located in Qukés had three names: In Kandavi, Mutadis in Taberna,
nd Tres Tabernas

tati n of Kostrican Uraké



E':\ksmallsht, dhe mé shume se njé shekull gé ajo vepér doli jashté funksionit, (pa
911 nuk ka funksionuar), ajo ka mundur té mbi ekzistoje dhe té keté gjurme té du X |
Gjurmét e saj duken garté né segmentin Gurra e zezé, Dardhé- Spathar dhe midis
j’f:’shatit Dardhé-Xhyré , ku bien né sy té gjitha teknikat e ndértimit té pérdorura gjaté
; shekujve, pér mirémbaijtjen e saj, ku duken pllogat e médha té shek. Il p.e.r, kalldréme té | :
;’*.% shkallézuara té periudhés Bizantine, pas shek. té IV e.j. :
- Rruga Egnatia né fshatin Mira ( Miraké) ndahet né dy degé. Dega e parée Peréndim

—lindje, Durrés Bizant. Dega e dyté, nga arteri kryesor Miraké (Derven) varet népérmjet

fshatrave té Gajorit, kalon Shkumbinin né Urén e Kamares, népér Mirake vijézon né

shpatet e Zgarés- né sheshet e Togézit, KEmba e urés né jug peréndim té Kuturmanit,
- kalon Rrapunln —Gollobordé- Dibér e madhe dhe degeZ|m| Miraké —Ura e Haxhi

té arritur né Kostandinopoje e Jerusalem.



dr?:. :

ore than a century since it fell out of function (it stopped operating after 1911), it h

“?inanaged to survive and maintain visible traces. Its traces are clearly visible in the se?‘
urra e Zezé — Dardhé — Spathar, and between the villages Dardhé-Xhyré, where one can
bserve all the construction techniques used over the centuries for its maintenance—such
_-._as large stone slabs from the 2nd century B.C., stepped cobblestones from the Byzantine.' o
____'fperiod after the 4th century A.D. In the village of Mira (Miraké), Via Egnatia splits into two

" branches. The first branch: West-East, Durrés—Byzantium.

The second branch departs from the main artery at Miraké (Derven), passes through the 'f
. _slopes of Gajor, crosses the Shkumbin at the Kamara Bridge, through Miraké, traces the o3
. slopes of Zgara, the fields of Togéz, the southern-western base of the bridge near '

3 Kuturman, crosses Rrapun-Gollobordé—Greater Dibra. The Miraké branch also splits toward 3

: ‘Haxhl Beqar Brldge—Ser/ce—Shmll crosses the Gurakuq river (Tumja e Lekés), Gurré

2 and Jerusalem



HMIRRES

ELBASAMN

MEMFOTE

BROGSHEE

VIA EGNATIA :}

!

FECHN

.ihruga Egnatia objekt antik pér tu vizituar.

_ Vizitoréet gé shtegtojné dhe do té shtegtojmé népér trasené e rrugés sé vjetér “Via Egna-__

£

a e Haxhi Beqarit ,Miraké. 2-Ura e Kamares, Miraké Plane, Kalaja e Skénderbeut
:t'har, Hani i Posekut Dardhé. Qyteza Gyrra e Zezé Xhyré, Kalaja llire Qukés Skénder
X _ ra e Gurit né Qukeés, Shkémbi i Qytezés dhe dhe Murézat n Bérzeshtg, 7 Gurrat e_.\_-_}
g Gal & Bérzeshté. | 4




atia: An Ancient Site Worth Visiting

.Haxhi Beqar Bridge, Miraké
.Kamara Bridge, Miraké

"-".

§ 3 Skanderbeg Castle, Spathar
. 4.Poseku Inn, Dardhé

5.Gyrra e Zezé Fortress, Xhyré
:§.Illyrian Castle, Qukés Skénderbe
.,;Stone Bridge in Qukés

-Rock of the Fortress and the Walls in Bérzeshté

9.The Seven Springs of Gjorg Galemi in Bérzeshté Sl e ceze






e | aj“perludhe fluksi i vizitoreve erdhi duke u rritur duke provokuar ndjesh_
:""et e zones te mendonin per ide inovative dhe sherbime te ndryshme me karé <t
_é‘konomlk

_ _f-’ne Via -Egnatia. Rritja e vazhdueshme e turisteve sportive po nxitin cdo dite zhvillimine™
E?nje turizmi me vlera te pazevendesueshme antike ,duke menduar per nje strategji te '
?}-ﬁ{'mirefillte zhvillimi ne gjithe harten e Bashkise Librazhd. Sportet me te preferueshme te

- turisteve jane:

~ 1. Ecje né natyré — Né shtigje malore, pérmes rrénojave antike dhe natyrés sé virgjer

£-2, Motocikleta dhe mjete 4x4 ge pershkojne gjatesine e Via Egnatia duke u njohur me

§ vlerat dhe gjurmet reale te produkteve antike dhe peisazhet e natyres magjepsese .

Z; 3 Kamplng dhe eksplorlm me tenda - Né natyren e paprekur ku nata zbret e qete dhe




_ old—following the ancient Roman traces and the legends passed down through
f'b;_g'enerations. However, this journey soon transformed into a cultural experience, where

%ﬂﬁsitors uncovered not only underground treasures but also ancient heritage, breathtaking

3 hature and the extraordinary hospitality of the local community.

;

%

' Durmg this period, the growing influx of visitors gradually inspired the local population to

2 develop innovative ideas and diverse economic services. Today, sports enthusiasts are
‘enjoying this majestic ancient route through their adventurous activities, while
multaneously promoting the remarkable archaeological and cultural assets of the Via



- scenery.
; 3. Camping and wilderness exploration — In pristine nature, where the calm of night is lit by
3 the stars. Stargazing and observing celestial bodies are becoming increasingly popular ‘

‘\among astronomy enthusiasts.

eal historical museums.
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PSS e Adresa: Sheshi “Gjorg Golemi”
¢ Email: info@bashkialibrazhd.gov.al
www.bashkialibrazhd.gov.al
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